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And if such affliction be lasting throughout one's life,
of what avail is it to have faith in God? If good things
happen, it is undoubtedly the result of the balance of
virtue of the previous birth continuing and so too, the sins
of the earlier birth exert influence in the next birth.

In fact, such reasoning could even cause individuals
to be passive, resigning themselves to their fate.

But Sri Ramakrishnaparamahamsa gives an
explanation concerning this:

"It is according to our good or bad deeds that we get
rewarded or punished and one cannot therefore escape
retribution, when it is due. Even if God be with us, we
have to suffer the penalty for our sins, but at least we can
lessen its impact on us by our faith in Divinity.

If, as a punishment, one were to drag a log of wood
for a distance, it would be hard to pull it along the ground,
but if the same thing were to be immersed in water,the
task would be easier. So long as the requital is to tug it to
a specific distance, it is inconsequential whether it is
done on land or in water.

In a like manner, even for the faults we ^re ignorant
of, castigation is inevitable. But when we hold steadfastly
to the Almighty, we can at least reduce our sufferings, like
drawing the log of wood in water."

Let us therefore believe Sri Raghvendraswami
single-mindedly like Sri Mallappa Shinde, to lead a life of
happiness.

A steadfast devotee, in this manner, once placed a
demand before Sri Raghavendra. He worshipped him